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Course Description/Objective: The main goals of the class are to strengthen literacy 
skills and to encourage critical thinking.  Throughout the year, we will focus on 
strategies to deepen students’ understanding of various texts and their ability to respond 
to these texts in writing. Most of the texts we read will be literary:  poems, short stories, 
plays and novels.  We will also, however, read expository texts such as essays, 
editorials and newspaper articles.  Writing assignments will range from journal writing to 
formal essays.  All of the work we do, regardless of length or complexity, is designed to 
help students become fluent and proficient readers and writers. 
 
Course Code: Synergy Course Code     a-g approved: Yes  
 
State Standards/Content:  www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/ 
 

Class Expectations 

This classroom is based on following Three Core Expectations of Behavior: 

Respect: Treating all other students, as well as the instructor, in a respectful manner. 
This includes listening while it is someone else’s turn to speak, and avoiding disruptive 
behavior that can prevent a student or their classmates from the Learning Process. 

Responsibility: Taking charge of your own education and future, acting in a manner 
that will ensure success. This includes being aware of and completing assignments, as 
well as communicating problems with the instructor.  

Safety: Stay safe, and help keep others safe. This includes avoiding inappropriate 
behaviors in the classroom such as rough housing, damaging school property, failing to 
clean up trash, failing to report dangerous situations. 

Students should be able to ask themselves at any given point: “Is what I am doing 
respectful, responsible, and safe?” If the answer is “No,” they’re doing something wrong! 



Classroom Policies 
 
Classwork/Homework: 
Assignments completed by hand should be legible. As such, Classwork and Homework 
assignments should be completed using Black or Blue Ink, or Dark Pencils. This is 
because some pencil leads, as well as certain inks (ex. Pink, light green, etc) are 
difficult to read and assess.  
 
Students should be aware when Classwork and Homework assignments are due. 
Although we strive to complete as much work as possible in class, there will be much 
work expected to be completed at home. Students should expect homework multiple 
times each week, depending on the unit of study. Such assignments may include 
reading to prepare for class discussions, answering study questions, annotating a text, 
and formal writing assignments. 
 
Assessments: 
We will work on a variety of assessments throughout the year. Although assessments 
will primarily consist of Written Essays, there will be other types of assessments as well, 
including Projects. Class time will often be dedicated to the preparation and completion 
of such assessments, but students will likely need to work independently outside of 
school hours as well. 
 
Submission and Late Work: 
Homework assignments will be due at the beginning of class, unless otherwise 
instructed. Digital assignments are due on Google Classroom before the posted date 
and time to ensure they are not marked “late” by the system. 
 
Assignments turned in late will receive a 10% Deduction per day, up to 50% deducted, 
from the grade the assignment would have received if turned in on time. (An assignment 
that would have earned 80% will receive 60% if turned in 2 days late). 
Assignments turned in more than a week late can earn a maximum of 50% of it’s 
original value. 
 
Plagiarism Policy: 
Plagiarism is “the act of stealing or attempting to pass off the ideas or words of another 
as one’s own.” Plagiarism can take many forms, including accidental plagiarism (such 
as failing to credit quoted material), as well as intentional (such as copying/using work 
previously written by another person or online source). 
 
Any student that submits a plagiarized work, in part or whole, will receive an automatic 
zero for the assignment, without the opportunity to make up the assignment. If multiple 
students are involved in the plagiarism, all students involved will also receive zero.  
 
Any student involved in submitting a plagiarized assignment will be reported to the 
school’s administration. 
 



Attendance & Make up work:   
Students are expected to complete all assigned work for this class in a timely 
manner.  Late work will be accepted with an excused absence with no deduction.  In 
general, students will have as many days to make up an assignment as they were 
absent. I am available to meet with students before or after school and during brunch. 
It is the student’s responsibility to find out what was missed during their absence, and 
obtain a copy of the assignment, either by checking with a classmate, checking Google 
Classroom, or speaking with the instructor at an appropriate time. 
 
Furthermore, students should write “EXCUSED ABSENCE” at the top of an assignment 
submitted late if their absence has been excused. 
 
Recommended Supplies: 
Pens, Black or Blue Ink, for assignments 
Notebook or loose-leaf papers for notes and assignments 
A binder, or a designated section, for class notes and handouts 
  
Textbooks:   
The Crucible, by Arthur Miller 
The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
Black Boy, by Richard Wrights 
Others To Be Determined. Subject to Change as Needed 
 
Grading Policy:   
 
Attendance/Participation:  10% 
Classwork/Homework:  40% 
Assessments/Projects/Essays: 30% 
Final:     20% 
 
 
Grading Scale: 
 
A:   100 - 95%     A-: 94 - 90%    
B+: 89 – 87%      B:   84 – 86%      B-: 83 – 80%     
C+: 79 – 77%      C:   76 – 74%      C-: 73 – 70%    
D+: 69 – 67%      D:   66 – 63%      D-: 62 – 60%   F: less than 50% 
 
Students are responsible for keeping track of their grades. If they have discovered a mistake in 
a graded assignment, they should contact the teacher at an appropriate time to discuss the 
matter. 
 
Assignments will typically be graded and submitted into Synergy within 2 weeks, although this 
time may vary due to heavy workloads. 
 

 



Schoolwide Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Students communicate effectively orally and in writing using academic language. 
2. Students think critically and answer complex questions using multiple sources of 

information to develop an analytical response. 
3. Students develop the technology skills to be successful in the 21st century work 

environment. 
4. Students work collaboratively and cooperatively within a team of diverse 

members.  
5. Students possess the essential knowledge and skills of the academic content 

required for graduation and success in advanced study and employment. 
 
 

Vision (The What): 
At Westmoor, our students become learned, productive, and compassionate citizens 
upon graduation. 
 
 
Mission (The Why): 
Westmoor High School is dedicated to fostering college-and-career-ready students, who 
are both academically prepared and socially responsible global citizens. 
 
 
Goals (The How): 
The goal of Westmoor High School is to address the diverse educational needs of our 
students through the integration of technology and a variety of teaching strategies. We 
engage the whole child and prepare students for success in advanced study and 
employment. 
 
 
Schoolwide Norms/Classroom Rules:  
1.  Arrive to class on time and ready to work with pen, paper and required texts.    
2.  Complete all work in blue or black ink and write legibly.  Essays must be typed.   
3.  Please do not ask to speak to a counselor, use the restroom or leave the classroom 
during class unless it is an emergency. 
4.  Do not bring food or beverages to class, except for bottles of water. 
5.  Follow the Golden Rule.  No profanity, rude or irrelevant remarks about the class or 
anyone in the class.  Now is the time to expand your vocabulary and practice treating 
others with courtesy and kindness. 
  
 

 

I will do everything I can to help my students to succeed, but ultimately, each individual is 
responsible for achieving their own goals. Do the work that needs to be done in order to achieve 
what you want to achieve! 


